
Diamonds are forever 
APRIL 24, 2018 00:00 IST 

We all know that diamonds are expensive. They form deep in the earth under 

extreme heat and pressure over millions of years ago.Geeta Padmanabhansheds 

light on the history of diamonds and their varied uses 

We know about the Hope diamond, we have heard stories of the Kohinoor, but it is for the first 

time that the Farnese Blue (diamond) is in the news. [Yes, the diamond is blue in colour.] 

A lot of people have wanted to own it, or at least see it, but its whereabouts remained a mystery. 

For the first time in history, the Farnese Blue will appear in public. It will be taken across the 

world and will be exhibited under strict security. Then it will be auctioned. Keep track and find 

out how much it is sold for! 

Fascinating history 

The Farnese Blue was discovered in the Golconda Mines of India. These mines were the only 

place for diamonds until diamonds were found in Brazil in the 1720s. 

The Farnese Blue weighs 6.16 carat. People came to know of it when it was given to Elizabeth 

Farnese, queen of Spain, as a wedding gift. [Blue diamonds were viewed as the ultimate royal 

gift in the 17th and 18th centuries.]. The queen handed it over to her son Philip and he left it to 

his son Ferdinand when Napoleon invaded Italy. 

The diamond then went untraceable for 300 years as it moved among the royal families of Spain, 

France, Italy and Austria. Only close relatives and family jewellers knew where it was. 

The history of diamonds is fascinating. Diamond forms deep in the earth under extreme heat and 

pressure. It is forced out of its hiding place through earthquakes, volcanic activity and mining. 

In India, they were collected from rivers and streams. 

Some historians estimate that India was trading in diamonds as early as the fourth century BC. 

Indian diamonds found their way to Western Europe in the caravans that travelled to Venice’s 

medieval markets. 

Fashionable accessories 

Diamonds were once worn rough, or cut-and-polished only on their surfaces. It was in this form 

that diamonds used to be placed in goblets and crowns. By the 1400s, diamonds were becoming 

fashionable accessories for Europe’s elite and the cutting/polishing trade flourished in Paris. 

At the end of the 1970s, the world’s most important rough diamond producers were South Africa, 

Zaire (now renamed the Democratic Republic of Congo), and the former Soviet Union. In 1982, 

a highly productive new mine in Botswana added to world production. Today, diamonds are 

polished and cut in Antwerp (Europe) and Surat, India. 


